Things Fall Apart Reading Questions

Chapter 1 Questions

1. Identify what the following words are in the first paragraph:


Amalinze, Umuofia, Mbaino, the Cat
2. Write all of the customs that Achebe mentions in Chapter 1. 
3. Why does Achebe make a point of highlighting the above customs in Chapter 1?
4. How does Okonkwo feel about his father? Why?

Chapter 2 Questions

1. What is the community’s attitude toward killing people in war? How do we know?

2. What is the community’s attitude toward murder (killing someone for no reason)? How do we know?

3. What is Okonkwo’s biggest fear? How does he act because of this fear?
Chapter 3 Questions

1. How did Okonkwo’s father die? Why is this important?

2. What did Okonkwo have to do in order to start his farm?

3. What does Okonkwo do when his first crop fails? What is his policy on failure?

Chapter 4 Questions

1. What is the concept of chi? What do Okonkwo’s peers say about his chi? What does he think about his chi?

2. Why did Okonkwo break the Week of Peace? What was his punishment?

3. What is Ikemefuna’s relationship with Okonkwo’s family? How do we know?
Chapter 5 Questions

1. What is the purpose of the New Yam Festival?
2. According to the context on page 38, what does the word vague mean?
3. Why was the wife’s comment about “guns that never shot” so insulting to Okonkwo?

4. How is the relationship between the wives and children?
5. On page 44, what does the word fond mean?
6. Explain why Obiageli tells Okonkwo why he should not talk while he is eating. 
Chapter 6 Questions

1. What do Ekwefi and Chielo discuss? Why?

2. What causes the wrestler to lose the match?
Chapter 7 Questions

1. How does Ikemefuna affect Nwoye? How do we see Nwoye’s behavior change?

2. What event brings great happiness to the characters in the chapter?
3. What event interrupts that happiness for Okonkwo and his family? Why is Okonkwo warned not to partake in that event?

4. What do the men talk about during their walk in the woods? How does this relate to Okonkwo choosing to come on this walk?

5. Why isn’t Ikemefuna afraid while they are walking in the woods? Why is he mistaken?
6. What event does the loss of Ikemefuna remind Nwoya of? Why?
